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dawn/* whispered the Interpreter to himself: " and when
that comes, the bells and the organs will utter a jubilate
repeated by the echoes of Paradise/' *
Port Royal's sub-oceanic existence may be mythical, but
the Caribbean bristles with palpable evidence of the pirates.
Consider Morro Castle at the gateway of Havana harbour.
To-day her corridors, dungeons, and moats are clean-swept
and her cobblestones ring with the precise marching of
Cuban cadets. Nevertheless, could it but speak, this grim
fortress might disclose many a gory story of the pirate days.
Even more impressive is the Morro Castle at the entrance to
Santiago harbour at the other end of the island. There will
be found not only a main fortification but a fascinating con-
geries of subterranean tunnels leading to tiny enfilades strung
along the tortuous entrance to that historic harbour. Or
examine the extensive and massive fortifications and sea-walls
at Cartagena, Colombia. The main bulwark of defence in
this ancient apple-of-the-pirate-eye is wide enough on top
to permit four motor cars to pass without any difficulty. It
is reminiscent of the great walls about Peking. And there are
no end of mouldy passages leading from the top of the wall
down at sharp angles to various forsaken escapes that emerge
right at the margin of the sea. Here, too, are dungeons, some
of them below sea-level. There is not a single note of
modernity about these massive walls save that as you come
back into the blessed sunlight after being guided through the
maze there is bound to be the inevitable gathering of beggars
and amateur rhumba players bidding for your money and
attention.
Cartagena was one of the main ports connecting the OH
World with the New, whence came the treasures from Peru
to be transported across the sea for the aggrandizement of
debauched kings* Naturally, Henry Morgan and his followers
cracked down. It cost the Spanish crown some twenty
ihillion golden pesos to build the impregnable fortification at
Cartagena and of all of the remnants to-day that bespeak the
sge <yf the pirates none compares to her scarified sea walls*